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POLICY No. 6 – SOCIAL MEDIA 

 
Introduction: 

 
The purpose of this Policy is to provide a broad outline of the requirements to be 

observed by club committees and their members in the material posted on a club’s 

social media platforms.  

 

The Policy is not exhaustive and there can clearly be no substitute for common sense 

and good management by club officials.  

 

The adoption of this Policy by the Board is to simply remind clubs that it is their 

responsibility that all information published by clubs should meet certain criteria and 

not be presented in a way which would cause offence to any person or organisation. 

 

Abusive or offence postings will result in severe penalties being applied. 

 

Responsibilities of VSDCA Board: 

 
Whilst the Board cannot specifically direct clubs on what they may or may not post 

on their social media platforms, the Board has nevertheless determined that where it 

is made aware of any offensive material being published, the club will be held 

accountable and will be required to provide an explanation as to the circumstances 

as to why this material has been published.  

 

The Board may decide in the event of an inadequate explanation being provided, 

penalties of either a financial nature or even loss of match points may be imposed 

depending on the particular circumstances. 

 

It should also be noted that any action by the Board does not preclude action being 

taken by any other party or parties who may be offended by the particular nature of 

the material published, which may include legal action. 

 

The Board on receipt of a complaint or upon becoming aware of any offensive 

material, will instruct the CEO to undertake an immediate investigation and seek to 

initiate immediate action to obtain an explanation from the club regarding the 

posting of such material.  

 

Upon receipt of the CEO’s report, the Board will determine whether to impose a 

penalty or penalties, which will be separate from any other potential action the 

complainant may wish to undertake. Any material deemed to have breached this 

Policy must be immediately removed. 

 

Responsibilities of Club Officials and their Members: 

 
Clubs are directly responsible for the management of their club social media 

platforms, in particular the accuracy and appropriateness of the material posted. 

 

Clubs should ensure that all members clearly understand they will be held directly 

responsible for the material posted: however this will not absolve club officials from 

their responsibility in the event of there being any complaint regarding offensive 

material.  

 

Clubs should take great care in deciding who will have access to the club’s social 

media platforms and that each person who is granted access is clearly aware of their 

responsibility in posting material.  
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Clubs also ensure that their social media platforms are regularly monitored, i.e. 

regularly scrutinised, so as to ensure that the possibility of offensive material being 

entered is reduced.  

 

In conjunction with the Association Social Media Policy, each club should adopt its 

own Social Media Policy, and ensure at the commencement of each season, all 

members are made aware of their obligations under the Policy.   

 

The social media platforms should be used by clubs as vehicles for promoting club 

activities, acknowledging outstanding performances and conveying clubs news to 

their membership base. 

 

They should NOT be used as platforms to attack or down grade individuals, or pass 

comments of an offensive nature.  
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